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dining-library, it's the ancient sculptures,
|eather-bound books and old-master draw-
ings that tell the story. From Mesopotamian
stone idols to 15th-century Thai pottery to
an original 1942 drawing by Matisse, these
antique treasures, nestled into floor-to-ceil-
ing mahogany shelves, span over four thou-
sand years. “Thereis a sense of history
about this room, as if someone has collect-
ed these antiquities over several years,”
said Durkin. “Everything you see has a
story, and you' re meant to spend some time
here and be curious about the history of
each piece.”

Contemporary family room

In the tradition of passing stories and
knowledge from generation to generation
you'll find the Palladian room, which fea-
tures cozy gathering areas for family mem-
bers to share their experiences. The room is
named after the 16th-century Italian archi-
tect Palladio, who designed the original
great room meant to accommodate several
activities in one space. “We wanted to bring
back the idea of a family gathering around
a hearth for storytelling, but with a more
contemporary design,” said designer Kevin
Hackett, in reference to the suspended fire-

orb which is surrounded by comfortable
chairs and cushions. This active living zone
mixes ecologically-friendly materials, such
as reclaimed chestnut floors and eucalyptus
cabinets, with high-tech entertainment ele-
ments, such as the fiber-optic “mood wall”
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where digitized projections and music cre-
ate the ambience of the space.

For the lady of the house
In Caitlin Moran’s showcase debut, she
first imagined a woman who would be the

lady of the house and designed a luxurious
yet functional office to suit her. With a
half-written, intimate letter on the stately
green and lavender desk, it's asif the
sophisticated, yet fictitious, Clarissa Sloan
Huffington, has left her office just for a
moment and will be returning shortly. The
traditional English lavender and green wall
covering, with bold blue orchids, envelops
the room and perhaps serves as inspiration
for Clarissa’s faithful correspondence. Sev-
eral details reveal Clarissa's confident and
gregarious personality, such as a mono-
grammed “C” upon the high-backed desk
chair, framed diplomas from prestigious
universities, a fax from afriend thanking
Clarissa for throwing her birthday party and
a ribbon-board with invitations to lavish
galas and elegant tea-parties. “Clarissais an
organized, well-educated woman of many
talents and lives life to the fullest in a very
elegant way, but she still has her imperfec-
tions just like the rest of us,” said Moran,
pointing at the closet’s lower shelf, which
harbors a bottle of Jim Beam, cigarettes
and chocolates. With such careful detail to
the many facets of her heroine, Moran is
able to tell a story through interior design
and bring Ms. Huffington to life.



